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2013 COMPREHENSIVE 

PLAN REVIEW 



TODAY’S AGENDA: 

REVIEW OF GOALS, NEEDS, AND STRATEGIES 

 

• Natural Resources Element 

 

• Cultural Resources Element 

 

• Energy Element 



NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT 

REV I EW  OF  GOAL ,  N EEDS ,  AN D STRATEGI ES  



NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT GOAL 

Unique Lowcountry natural resources, such as rivers, 

creeks, wetlands, aquatic and wildlife habitat, 

beaches and dunes, groundwater, forests, farmland 

soils, and air quality will be preserved, mitigated 

from any potential negative impacts of growth and 

development, and/or enhanced. 



NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT NEEDS 

• Protecting and enhancing natural resources; 
 

• Sustaining natural environments, habitats and 

wildlife; 
 

• Promoting sustainable development practices; and 
 

• Allowing compact land use patterns to help 

minimize the fragmentation of natural resources. 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

NR 1. Maintain or adopt additional amendments to the Zoning 

and Land Development Regulations Ordinance to ensure that 

sensitive and important natural resources are protected prior to, 

during, and after development activities. 

 

NR 3. Promote sustainable, low impact development practices, 

including but not limited to stormwater management, 

maintenance of vegetative cover, and agricultural uses, 

maintenance of non-disturbance zones in Critical areas Line 

buffers and setbacks, and conservation set-asides, in 

development plans and others through special area plans and 

the Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance. 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS (CONT’D) 

NR 4. Promote sustainable development patterns by 

concentrating high intensity development in the 

Urban/Suburban Area where public facilities and 

infrastructure exist and encouraging low intensity 

development in the Rural Area to protect sensitive and 

unique natural resources. areas with existing public facilities 

where transportation and related services are available 

where transportation and related services are available (the 

Urban/Suburban Area) and protecting sensitive or unique 

natural resources, permitting only limited low intensity uses in 

the Rural Area. 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS (CONT’D) 

NR 5.  Work with the Charleston County Greenbelt Plan Program 

and participating non-profit agencies to implement the 

Comprehensive Greenbelt Plan and provide incentives for 

protection of natural resources using methods such as 

conservation easements to place land into permanent protection 

and provide development incentives such as density bonuses for 

land set-asides through land development regulations. 
 

 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS (CONT’D) 

NR 9. Continue to support local agricultural and timber 

operations through incentives such as tax relief initiatives to 

owners who keep their property in agricultural or timber 

production through methods such as the Present Use Value 

Program and voluntary agricultural and forestal districts. 
 

NR 11. Charleston County should wWork with applicable 

jurisdictions in the Region, the BCDCOG, and SCDHEC to adopt 

and implement a regional groundwater management plan. 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS (CONT’D) 

NR 12. Encourage sustainable landscaping including that 

includes attractive environments that are in balance with 

the local climate and require minimal use of fertilizers and 

pesticides, while at the same time conserving water. 

 

NR 13. Adopt innovative planning and zoning techniques 

such as Form-Based Zoning and Multiple-Use Floating Zone 

District regulations to authorize the combination of land 

uses in compact development patterns. 

 



NATURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL STRATEGIES 

NR 14. Continue the efforts of the Charleston County Council 

Agricultural Issues Advisory Committee to identify ways to foster 

agriculture, agri-business, and forestry in the County and across 

South Carolina including but not limited to supporting state and 

local enabling legislation for the Tourist Oriented Directional 

Signage Program and Voluntary Agricultural and Forestal Areas. 

 

NR 15. Administer and implement the Charleston County Local 

Comprehensive Beach Management Plan as approved by 

Charleston County Council and SC DHEC-OCRM, adoption 

pending. 

 



CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT 

REV I EW  OF  GOAL ,  N EEDS ,  AN D STRATEGI ES  



CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT GOAL 

Cultural, historic and archeological resources, 

unique settlement patterns of traditional Lowcountry 

communities (such as historically African-American 

communities and family settlements), and traditional 

activities such as Sweetgrass Basket Making will be 

preserved and protected from potential negative 

impacts of growth and development. 



CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT NEEDS 

• Preserving the County’s significant historic and 

archaeological resources and cultural heritage; 
 

• Increasing public awareness of the historic 

character of the County; and 
 

• Promoting public and private partnerships to 

preserve and protect cultural resources. 

 



CULTURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

CR 1. Review and update where appropriate the existing Support 

policies, incentives, and plans that encourage historic 

preservation, and protection of cultural and archaeological 

resources such as the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 

protection ordinances.  
 

CR 4.  Require a historic and archaeological survey for all Planned 

Development and Form-Based Zoning District requests. 
 

CR 7. Periodically review Maintain and update development 

standards that preserve scenic and historic roadways and vistas. to 

make sure they are consistent with adopted ordinances.  



CULTURAL RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS (CONT’D) 

CR 8. Utilize planning and zoning techniques to protect family 

historic settlement areas communities and or neighborhoods 

and other areas of cultural significance. utilizing zoning 

techniques that protect the unique built character of these 

areas. 

 

 

 



ENERGY ELEMENT 

REV I EW  OF  GOAL ,  N EEDS ,  AN D STRATEGI ES  



ENERGY ELEMENT GOAL 

Promote use of alternative energy sources and 

energy conservation measures that benefit our 

communities. 



ENERGY ELEMENT NEEDS 

• Promoting conservation of resources; 
 

• Investing in renewable energies; 
 

• Educating the public on alternative energy sources 

and energy conservation; and  
 

• Encouraging public and private partnerships to 

facilitate alternative energy sources and energy 

conservation. 

 



ENERGY ELEMENT STRATEGIES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

ES 9. Develop a County policy on telecommuting policy for 

County employees when it is a viable management work 

option to reduce VMTs by employees commuting to and from 

work. 

 

ES 19. Monitor and support planning efforts that are 

exploring explore the feasibility of commuter rail service, light 

rail service, and bus rapid transit service within the 

uUrban/Suburban Area areas of the County. 


