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Charleston County Employee Passes Government Finance Officers Certification Exam 
 
Charleston County Government employee LoElla C. Smalls has passed the 
South Carolina Government Finance Officers Certification exam. She is the 
Assistant Budget Director for Charleston County. 
 
The Government Finance Officers Association of South Carolina (GFOASC) 
offers this certification program for Government Finance Officers, and the 
University of South Carolina's Institute for Public Service and Policy Research 
administers the courses and exam. Ms. Smalls received a scholarship from 
GFOASC to pay for tuition and books.  
 
“This certification helps government financial professionals better perform their 
duties for the citizens of Charleston County,” said Keith Bustraan, Charleston 
County’s Deputy County Administrator-Finance.   
 
The following Charleston County employees are also Certified Government Finance Officers: 
 

- Patrick M. Gile, CPA, MBA, Budget Director 
- Carla Ritter, CPA, Assistant Director of Finance 

 
In addition to serving as the Assistant Budget Director for Charleston County, Ms. Smalls facilitates customer service 
training to county employees. In the community, she speaks to youth about etiquette and self-esteem, participates in 
various mentoring programs, and reads to children dressed as the Cat in the Hat. She previously served as President of 
the Charleston County Library Board and Secretary of the Orange Grove Elementary Charter School Board.  
 
Ms. Smalls was the first participant in the City of Seattle’s Women and Minorities in Governmental Finance Internship and 
Scholarship Program, in conjunction with the University of Washington. She holds a Masters in Public Administration from 
the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington. Previously, she was a Senior Finance Analyst for the City of Seattle 
and the Assistant Director of Finance for Spartanburg (SC) School District #7. 
 
Visit the Charleston County Web site at www.charlestoncounty.org for news, services and up-to-date information relating 
to Charleston County Government. 
 

----------- 
 
For information on Charleston County Government news and services, the public can: 

• Visit our website: www.charlestoncounty.org 
• Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ChasCountyGov 
• Like us on Facebook (main County site): http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charleston-County-Government/474878989220753  

o Board of Elections and Voter Registration: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charleston-County-Board-of-Elections-
and-Voter-Registration/103895809694986 
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o Consolidated 9-1-1 Center’s Public Education Program: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charleston-County-
Government/474878989220753#!/pages/Charleston-County-Consolidated-9-1-1-Center-Public-Education-
Program/186965438015227 

o Emergency Management Department: http://www.facebook.com/EMDChasCo 
 Awendaw District Fire Department: 

http://www.facebook.com/EMDChasCohttps://www.facebook.com/pages/Awendaw-District-Fire-
Department/505429932850932  

o Zoning and Planning Department: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Charleston-County-
Government/474878989220753#!/pages/Charleston-County-Zoning-Planning-Department/549596221765813   

o Sheriff’s Office: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Charleston-County-
Government/474878989220753#!/pages/Charleston-County-Sheriffs-Office/557956290949818  

• See us on You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/charlestoncountygov  
• Watch County Council meetings online http://www.ustream.tv/channel/charleston-county-government  

 

- written by Shawn Smetana - 
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