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Agenda
1. Vulnerability Assessment Update
2. Community Engagement Update



Vulnerability Assessment 
Update



Property-based Assessments
• Vulnerability of and risk to built-environment and 

services
• For flooding and wildfire assessments
• Also, roads and connectivity analysis

Extreme Heat Assessment
• Urban heat island and public health concepts
• Neighborhood-scale vulnerability

Spatial Vulnerability Assessment Types



WILDFIRE ASSESSMENT: APPROACH

● Using USFS Wildfire Risk 
product indicating direct 
impact in the wildland 
urban interface (WUI)

● Impact on Emergency 
Services through altered 
drive times from nearest 
fire station

● Impact on Properties

Pre-existing stressors lead to disproportionate impacts 
and may be exacerbated by climate change

● Disproportionate exposure
● Unequal distribution of  services, resources, 

opportunities and power
○ Increased sensitivity
○ Lower adaptive capacity



EXTREME HEAT ASSESSMENT APPROACH
Neighborhood-scale 

Combining Urban Heat 
Island effect and Public 
Health considerations 



Heat-Sensitive 
and At-Risk 
Populations 
within UHI

● Physiological 
factors

● Pre-existing or 
chronic conditions

● Occupational 
exposure

● Living conditions

PRELIMINARY RESULTS; SUBJECT TO CHANGE



Heat-Sensitive 
and At-Risk 
Populations in 
rural areas 

● Physiological 
factors

● Pre-existing or 
chronic conditions

● Occupational 
exposure

● Living conditions
PRELIMINARY RESULTS; SUBJECT TO CHANGE



Digging deeper into flooding assessment results

EXPLORATORY 
MAP

PRELIMINARY RESULTS; SUBJECT TO CHANGE



ACCESS SHARED WITH STAFF

Web-based decision support tool 
for Staff that provides interactive 
climate vulnerability and risk 
insights designed for action.



EXAMPLE APPLICATIONS 
SHARED WITH STAFF

● Site-selection 
● Platform for interdepartmental 

coordination
● Project Implementation Grant 

Writing
● Communicating project benefits 

beyond BCA



• Synthesize key vulnerabilities 
in early March

• Begin identifying preliminary 
strategies

Next Steps for County Staff Workgroup



Community Engagement 
Update



Community Leaders

● Red Top
● Edisto Island
● Wadmalaw Island

CBO Staff

● Lowcountry Alliance 
for Model 
Communities (LAMC)

● Center for Heirs’ 
Property 
Preservation

Focus Group 
Participants

PRELIMINARY MAP; SUBJECT TO CHANGE



What does ‘COMMUNITY’ mean to 
you?

What do you think of when you hear 
‘RESILIENCE’?

What ‘ASSETS’ are important to your 
community?

First Focus Group in January



● Evaluate and add to VA findings 
around key community assets and 
stressors

● Flooding information and concepts
● Identify information gaps

Second Focus Group this Week


